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DESCRIPTION

The right to oppose government is a fundamental 
character of liberal republic. That right is manifested 
in a variety of ways and forums, including the capa-
bility to sue government in the courts, the holding of 
free elections, and the honour of unrestricted speech 
within assemblies. Especially in systems of parlia-
mentary government, still, opposition isn’t merely a 
set of entitlements but a tangible institution and set 
of institutionalized collaborations. Also, as with other 
governmental institutions, opposition differs in form 
between and within nations. In the study of institutions 
comparison is the engine of knowledge creation. 

 Democracy lives from the relations between parlia-
ment and government, their cooperation but also their 
pressures and competitions. This is particularly true 
in parliament for the relationship between the majori-
ty and the opposition. According to a study published 
by the Venice Commission of the Council of Europe 
(CoE) the idea of opposition is completely linked to 
political freedoms. Likewise, the recognition of an op-
position by political governance appears as a defining 
difference between democracies and authoritarian 
systems. The term opposition is applied then to the 
party or parties whose elected members don’t support 
the government of the day and who offer themselves 
to the voting public not just as individual candidates 
but as organised and disciplined political groups/ 
parties. The form administrative opposition takes de-
pends to a large extent of the politico-constitutional 
governance of a country and its political culture. With 
veritably many exceptions (similar as Portugal and 
Lithuania), constitutions and laws of European States 
don’t define the role of the opposition. Still, in virtually 
all public parliaments, there are provisions admitting 
the part of the opposition or the parliamentary minority 

in their dimension as political groups or individual par-
liamentarians not supporting the government. While in 
administrative law the notion of minority rights is gen-
erally more constantly used than opposition rights, the 
society, particularly political circles, the media or the 
interested public, speak of the opposition. 

 Parliament is the institution that embodies society in 
the diversity of its composition and its opinions and 
which relays and channels this diversity in the politi-
cal process. Its vocation is to regulate pressures and 
maintain equilibrium between the battling claims of 
diversity and uniformity, individuality and collectivity, 
in order to enhance social cohesion and solidarity. Its 
role is to legislate, inter alia by allocating financial re-
sources, and oversee the action of the Administrative. 
Parliament must accommodate the participation of all 
people in homogeneous as well as miscellaneous soci-
eties in order to guard diversity, pluralism and the right 
to be different in a climate of forbearance. Hence the 
significance of political forces and individualities rep-
resenting the opposition being suitable to share in the 
work of the parliament. This will bear recognition of and 
respect for human rights in general as well as for their 
specific rights and duties. The opposition in parliament 
is a necessary and necessary element of democracy. 
For it to be effective, still, the government and society 
at large must accept the rudiments of administrative 
republic. The primary function of the opposition is to 
offer a believable alternative to the maturity in power. 
Also, by overseeing and criticising the action of the 
government, it works to assure translucency, integrity 
and effectiveness in the conduct of public affairs and to 
prevent abuses by the authorities and individualities, 
thereby icing the defence of the public interest. Indeed, 
the opposition contributes to the creation and defence 
of mortal rights and fundamental freedoms, therefore 
helping to assure that democracy functions properly. 
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 Just like members of parliament who are part of the 
government majority, members of the opposition de-
mand full respect for introductory rights. For illustration, 
they must each be suitable to enjoy the right to life and 
thus, in their political activities, be shielded from any 
measure which would infringe upon their particular in-
tegrity or harm their property. However, the State must 
give them with particular protection on equal terms with 
the representatives of the maturity, If circumstances so 
require. Also, respect for freedom of expression and 
information is essential to members of parliament and 
particularly those who belong to the opposition to per-
mit them to carry out their parliamentary duties. Rep-
resentatives of the opposition must be suitable to de-
nounce freely in Parliament and before public opinion 
the abuses which they’ve noticed or which have been 

brought to their attention by their constituents, and to 
act with a view to their remedy. The opposition must 
also enjoy fair access, on equal terms with the matu-
rity, to State media in order to circulate its views, de-
nounce the government’s action and propose choices 
to the government’s results. While these (and other) 
essential rights are formerly elevated in public laws, 
members of parliament, particularly those belonging to 
the opposition, need to profit from further prerogatives 
to enable them to work with the government majority 
as well as to cover the action of the government and 
to denounce it whenever necessary. These are listed 
below and should be codified in an appropriate form 
through constitutional morals and/ or parliamentary 
procedures. 


